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BOOKS FOR PROFESSIONALS bY PROFESSIONALS®

Beginning Web Development, Silverlight, and 
ASP.NET AJAX: From Novice to Professional
Dear Reader,

Just when you think you’ve learned all there is to know about developing for the 
Web, the market turns around and demands newer and more exciting things! 
It’s pretty clear that the landscape hasn’t settled down, and is a long way from 
doing so.

This book was designed with new and experienced developers in mind—to 
take you back to the important  basics, to build a platform on which you’ll build 
your platforms, and to start equipping you for what’s next. 

As such, you’ll start by looking through HTML and dynamic generation of 
HTML using ASP.NET technology. You’ll learn key fundamental aspects of ASP.
NET, such as web forms, data binding, and deploying ASP.NET applications 
using IIS. Next, you’ll look at .NET 3.x (WCF, WPF, WF, and CardSpace) and what 
it adds to your toolbox with technologies for presentation, connectivity, workflow, 
and security. After you’ve established a good foundation of these topics, you’ll 
move on to ASP.NET AJAX. You’ll take a peek under the covers of Ajax and look 
at what makes it so special. You’ll also see how Ajax eases the programming 
burden in creating a powerful UI experience. Finally, you’ll dive into Silverlight 
and see examples of Silverlight programming with XAML and JavaScript.

By the time you’ve finished reading, you’ll be prepared for what’s next.

Welcome aboard!

Laurence Moroney

Author of
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Learn how to build web applications using ASP.NET AJAX, 
WPF, WCF, and WF, as well as Silverlight.
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■Symbols
@ character, 90
<%@ %>, denoting ASP.NET directive, 28,

109

■A
A path language command, 391
ABC (Address, Binding, and Contract), 161
access rules, 321
accessor syntax, for properties, 332
action attribute, 39, 40
ActiveX controls, 255
activities, 209—228

available out of the box, 223
Code, 214, 221, 228
Compensate, 223
ConditionedActivityGroup, 223
Delay, 223
EventDriven, 223
FaultHandler, 223
IfElse activity, 219
InvokeWebService, 223
Parallel, 223
Replicator, 224
Sequence, 224
Terminate, 224
Throw, 224
WebServiceInput, 224
WebServiceOutput, 227
While, 224

actualHeight property, 366, 393
actualWidth property, 366, 393
add command, for arrays, 344
AddEm() method, 313
AddEventListener() method, 396
addRange command, for arrays, 345

address service, 168—176
client for, 172—176
creating, 112—120, 168—172

Address, Binding, and Contract (ABC), 161
AdminFolder directory, 321, 324
ADO.NET, 69—103

building data-driven applications with,
82—91

commands for, 86—91
data binding and, 91—102
reading data and, 88

AdventureWorks (sample) database,
installing, 79

Ajax, 23, 253—278, 353. See also ASP.NET
AJAX

forward caching and, 265—277
history of, 253—257
migrating ASP.NET to, 289—292, 298
server/client architectures and, 280
web services and, 300—307

AJAX Extensions for ASP.NET. See ASP.NET
AJAX

Ajax scripts. See ScriptManager control
AlignmentX property

Image Control and, 392
ImageBrush and, 384

AlignmentY property
Image Control and, 392
ImageBrush and, 384

AllowCustomErrorsRedirect property, 310
animations, 203, 394, 405
App.config file, address service client and,

173
application layer, 3
application performance, 8
application pooling, 139
application references, 27
application services, 314—327
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